WORK   OF   CONSTITUENT  ASSEMBLY
or reject them as a whole, as they may consider best in the
interests of'Iraq.1
Nevertheless, he endeavoured in the same letter, in one of April
s8th2 and in other ways, to present the Treaty in its most
favourable aspect. Questions from the Assembly for informa-
tion were freely answered. Full publicity was given in the
friendly newspapers to all possible reasons why the Treaty
should be ratified, including the arguments that it was necessary
in order to check pro-Turkish activities in M5sul, to ensure
successful frontier negotiations and to secure loans from
English financiers.
In spite of these efforts, the dread of assuming the responsi-
bility for ratification was apparent even among the Ministers
who, in the face of agitated public opinion, hesitated to make
any statement or to take any action which would subject them
to personal criticism or to unpopularity from their own people.
Influenced by the opprobrium heaped on the Cabinet, and
believing that part of the opposition to the Treaty in the
Assembly was due to the desire to dislodge his Cabinet, Ja'far
Pasha offered his resignation in early May. Following consulta-
tion with the High Commissioner, the King requested Yasm
Pasha to form a Cabinet, but after twenty-four hours9 considera-
tion the latter refused. At the same time, he gave a solemn
assurance that the Treaty Committee, of which he was Chairman,
would make a favourable report to the Assembly. Ja'far Pasha
was induced to carry on until the Treaty had been ratified.3
Under these circumstances, H.M. Government, in concur-
rence with the High Commissioner, came to the conclusion,
by the middle of May and before the Treaty Committee had
made its report to the Assembly, that the situation, which they
felt to be fraught with danger, must be terminated.4 The
1 Baghdad Times, May 3rd, 1924.                2 Ibid.
a Nevertheless, the President of the Assembly, Yasin Pasha, and Najl Pasha, in
an interview with the High Commissioner on May 23rd, reiterated their
contention that the al-'Askari Ministry had no hold over the Assembly.
* Mann. Report, 1923-1924, p. 22; Dobbs, H. R. C., in Bell, Letters, p. 547-
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